
 

Your Rockaway Township 

leadership team continues its 

work in delivering the facilities 

and services that you have all 

been asking for. On a daily 

b a s i s ,  o u r  i n c re d ib le 

employees facilitate and work 

on many projects to support 

the Township and its 

residents, but I would like to 

highlight a few projects 

planned for the remainder of 

this year. 
 

¶ Peterson Field 

improvements will 

continue throughout the 

spring and summer.   
 

¶ Our Senior Center will 

undergo lower-level 

renovations, making the 

space usable and ADA-

compliant. This project is 

funded largely by a $60,000 

Morris County Community 

Development Block Grant. 
 

Project Updates from Administration  
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¶ The Kings Road resurfacing 

project, which includes 

paving, curbing and the 

installation of ramps, will 

be finalized. 
 

¶ The Parks Lake Memorial 

area revitalization goes out 

to bid in 2022. The project 

includes landscaping and 

hardscape improvements 

to the memorial area. 
 

I'm looking forward to 

working with my team to keep 
Rockaway a great place to live, 

work and play! 
 

Mayor Joe Jackson  

www.rockawaytownship.org  
65 Mt. Hope Road  

Rockaway, NJ 07866 

973-627-7200 

The Rockaway Township Water and Sewer 

Utility is pleased to report that significant 

upgrades are planned for 2022, to help improve 

the quality of water being delivered to 

customers. Some of the exciting improvements 

that the Utility has in the works for the first 

quarter of 2022 include the following: 
 

Overhaul to SCADA Application 

SCADA is a centralized computer application, 

and the overhaul to this operating application 

will allow the Utility to oversee all of the 

Townshipõs wellhouse and distribution 

operations from a centralized command center. 

This will improve water quality and will help 

hasten response times for problematic issues. 

The centralized command center will allow 

operators of the water system to adjust 

chemical treatments more efficiently, will 

improve diagnostic troubleshooting using 

historical trends and live residual readings, will 

improve preventative maintenance with earlier 

recognition of issues, and more.  

Tank Rehabilitation  

This is a capital project that will seek to 

improve some of the systemõs water tanks for 

preventative maintenance and effects of aging. 

This work is expected to improve water quality 

and help maintain system pressure.  
 

Employee Credentials 

The Utility always encourages professional 

development among staff members, including 

the acquisition of State credentials. Such 

opportunities improve individual staff membersõ 

knowledge of water quality and provide the 

Township with additional State-licensed 

operators. The Utility was pleased recently to 

see employee Dennis Crothers approved by 

the NJ Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) to take the C-2 Licensed 

Operator licensing exam, and employee Benny 

Santiago recently enroll in Advanced 

Wastewater Collection Systems classes. Once 

completed, Mr. Santiago will be eligible to sit 

for the C-1 Licensed Operator examination.  

Water Utility Improvements in 2022  



 

Former Mayor Michael Puzioõs 2021 End of Year Report 
As 2021 comes to a close, it is with a sense of pride that I 

reflect on our accomplishments in Rockaway Township. Weõve 

endured and met the challenges imposed by the continuing 

pandemic, and have come together as a community to continue 

making Rockaway Township a wonderful community in which 

we live, work and play. 
 

To follow through on my campaign promise of improving 

Peterson Field, the first phase of the new basketball, tennis and 

pickleball courts, playground improvements and concession 

stand upgrades have been completed.  Every day I pass by the 

new facility, I see smiling faces and packed courts.  It is a 

pleasure to see the community enjoying our new, improved 

park. The next phase of the Peterson Field improvements has 

been designed and a contract has been awarded. The new multi-

purpose turf field will be ready by the end of next year. 
 

Rockaway Townshipõs staff has had great success in applying for 

and receiving grant awards totaling approximately $5.3 million. 

The grants and donations received are in the following areas: 
 

¶ Improvements to water, sewer and stormwater 

management. 
 

¶ Funding for Peterson Field improvements without having to 

increase debt services or impact taxes. 
 

¶ Multiple public health capacity grants to provide staffing, 

support and resources in addressing COVID-19 pandemic 

response. 
 

¶ Protective equipment and operations support in dealing with 

COVID-19.  
 

¶ Completion of a Lake Management Planning report.  
 

¶ Body cameras for police officers. 
 

¶ Queens Road Section I & II improvements. 
 

¶ Fire Department personal protective equipment. 
 

¶ Restoration of the Township Senior Center upper floor, 

which is presently being enjoyed by our seniors. 
 

¶ Funding to restore the Township Senior Center lower-level. 
 

The municipal staff is to be commended for their efforts and 

teamwork in applying for and receiving all of these grants, and in 

soliciting donations that help our community and provide 

funding without having to increase debt services or impact 

taxes. The aggregate amount of grant funding listed above is 

equal to approximately 12.5% of the Townshipõs budget, which 

is significant.  
 

The staff, Township Council, professionals and I have also 

worked to accomplish the following: 
 

¶ Upgraded Police and Fire dispatch capacities to increase 

greater radio coverage throughout the Township. 
 

¶ Responded to over 26,055 Police Department calls for 

services. 
 

¶ Received approval from the Department of Environmental 

Protection for Parks Lake Memorial improvements. 
 

¶ Deconstructed Lake Hudsonia Dam, a man-made, non-

compliant dam that is being restored to its native, pre-dam 

wetland condition. 

 

¶ Installed 18 AEDs in Township Parks. 
 

¶ Prepared an annual budget with less than $40.00 impact on 

the average tax payer. 
 

¶ Installed an electronic sign at the Municipal Building. 
 

¶ Renewed and enhanced several revenue-generating 

agreements to provide public health services to four other 

communities in Morris County. These agreements not only 

generate considerable revenue for the Township, but also 

realize efficiencies in service delivery and enhance the 

Townshipõs potential for relevant grant funding.   
 

¶ Settled a nearly 30-year court case with Fair Share Housing. 
 

¶ Updated the Township Employee Policy and Procedure 

Manual, to stay in compliance with the Townshipõs joint 

insurance fund policy and to reduce the Townshipõs 

deductible by $80,000. 
 

¶ Processed over 1,500 construction permits and 320 zoning 

permits. 
 

¶ Performed engineering traffic studies throughout the 

Township and improved traffic control measures. 
 

¶ Participated in national distracted driver and click-it-or-

ticket campaigns. 
 

¶ Filled numerous Township positions with qualified individuals 

to replace retiring staff, including five Class III Specials 

assigned to the five schools for security and nine police 

officers, to name just a few. 
 

¶ Partnered with the Board of Education to host the first òFall 

Music Festó at Peterson Field. 
 

¶ Held the first Peterson Field òMovie Night.ó 
 

¶ Successfully ran the municipal summer camp program at 

Township schools. 
 

¶ Kept the Municipal Building open and operating to serve 

residents during the continuing pandemic. 
 

¶ Sustained the Dial-a-Ride program, providing seniors and 

disabled residents with transportation services.  
 

¶ All of this, while providing comprehensive, 24/7 regional 

management of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

This list highlights some of the exceptional services our 

residents expect and receive every day. Rest assured that the 

municipal staff, professionals, Township Council and I are 

committed to hard work and continued improvement to the 

community and services of Rockaway Township. 
 

Sneak preview into what 2022 has in store: Anticipated 

completion of Peterson field Phase II, Kings and Queens Road 

paving, water main and natural gas improvements, Parks Lake 

Memorial area improvements, water and sewer infrastructure 

upgrades, Lake Management Planning Study analysis, Municipal  

Building improvements and much more. 
 

On behalf of the Township, I would like to thank everyone for 

their continued trust and support.   
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Engineering, Planning & Construction Update  

Left: Michelle Uhler leads the Morris Hills Madrigal Choir through Christmas carols at the Annual Rockaway Township Christmas Tree Lighting. 

Right: Former Council President (now Mayor) Joe Jackson, Council Member Mary Noon, Council Member Manny Friedlander, Council Member 

Adam Salberg, Former Mayor Michael Puzio and Business Administrator Pat Seger await Santaõs arrival at the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting.  

COVID-19 

numbers are 

presently low,  

so letõs keep it 

that way! Stay 

up to date with 

your COVID-19 

vaccinations. 

This includes 

obtaining a 

booster dose 

when eligible. 




